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1. Introduction 

Gurīn Energy Pte Ltd (Gurīn Energy) is committed to responsible and sustainable business 
practices, including protecting biodiversity. The Biodiversity Policy outlines the principles 
that guide our actions, and acts as a reference framework to ensure that biodiversity 
conservation is embedded into the design, construction and operation of our projects. 

This Policy applies to Gurīn Energy and its subsidiaries, partnerships, joint ventures or other 
business associations that are effectively controlled by Gurīn Energy, directly or indirectly. 

 

2. Policy principles 

Gurīn Energy is committed to the following principles throughout the project lifecycle: 

Project Design 

During the development phase the choice of location is crucial to protect the viability of 
ecosystems and their ecological functions. For all new projects, we assess the potential 
impacts on biodiversity and integrate the mitigation hierarchy principles into project design 
and planning. The hierarchy, in order of priority is: 

• Avoid: When selecting sites for projects, we prefer locations with the least ecological 
value.  

• Minimise: If avoidance is impossible, we minimise the impacts through careful 
planning and project execution.  

• Restore: Where ecological damage is unavoidable, we take actions to repair 
degradation or damage.  

• Offset: Our least preferred option is to offset any net loss caused by a land 
development. 

At the earliest stage of project development, we conduct desktop screening and/ or due 
diligence for potential environmental and social risks, which includes biodiversity. If a 
significant biodiversity (or other) concern is identified, following the mitigation hierarchy, 
we seek an alternative site. If that is not possible, we conduct a more detailed biodiversity 
assessment, such as critical habitat screening or physical biodiversity surveys to establish 
a baseline before committing to project development. 

If there are no significant environmental and social concerns identified from the initial 
screening and/ or assessments, we conduct detailed environmental and social impact 
assessment (ESIA) studies which include biodiversity assessments to understand the risks 
and impacts of a project. These assessments take into account stakeholder views and 
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concerns, and known sensitivities. Based on these assessments we explore how we can 
avoid or mitigate potential adverse environmental impacts. In particular, we:  

• Establish voluntary exclusion zones. We recognise the Universal Value of UNESCO 
World Heritage sites and we acknowledge that some areas need to be left 
untouched to protect outstanding biodiversity features. We will not develop sites in 
(i) UNESCO World Heritage sites or (ii) areas classified under the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) as a “Strict Nature Reserve” or “Wilderness Area”. 

• Ensure that our assets are appropriately and responsibly sited. Site selection 
considers the results of ESIAs of each proposed project, and we take care to avoid 
sensitive ecological areas, including avoidance of adverse impacts on rare species 
or habitats. 

• Minimise impacts on the viability of ecosystems and their ecological functions. 
Our project development activities can result in temporary or permanent impacts 
on the viability of ecosystems and their ecological functions. We mitigate, manage, 
and monitor unavoidable impacts to levels considered as acceptable in 
accordance with our operating standards. 

Construction 

Construction management plans shall be developed and implemented for each project to 
outline the measures to be taken to follow the biodiversity mitigation hierarchy principles 
outlined above. 

Where significant residual biodiversity impacts occur, compensatory works will be 
completed according to our commitment of “No Net Loss” 1  of biodiversity, and where 
applicable to achieve a ‘’Net Gain’’2 of biodiversity. 

Operation 

During the operation of our assets, we will monitor habitats, flora and fauna in accordance 
with our operations phase management plans, which incorporate recommendations from 
ESIAs and requirements of regulatory agencies. The monitoring during operation meets 
multiple objectives. It serves to validate the assessment in terms of potential impacts 
identified in the development phase, it reveals potential long-term effects on biodiversity, 
it helps to guide monitoring scopes for future projects, and it helps de-risk future projects. 

  

 
1 No Net Loss is defined in IFC Performance Standard 6 as "the point at which project-related impacts on biodiversity are 
balanced by measures taken to avoid and minimize the project's impacts, to undertake on-site restoration and finally to offset 
significant residual impacts, if any, on an appropriate geographic scale (e.g., local, landscape-level, national, regional)". 
2 Net Gains are defined in IFC Performance Standard 6 as "additional conservation outcomes that can be achieved for the 
biodiversity values for which the critical habitat was designated. Net gains may be achieved through the development of a 
biodiversity offset and/or, in instances where the client could meet the requirements of paragraph 17 of this Performance 
Standard without a biodiversity offset, the client should achieve net gains through the implementation of programs that could 
be implemented in situ (on-the-ground) to enhance habitat, and protect and conserve biodiversity". 

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PAG-021.pdf
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Decommissioning 

We will develop site-specific decommissioning plans towards the end of the operating life 
of each asset. Sites that will not be redeveloped will be restored to the highest standards 
with the objective of enhancing biodiversity. 

It is the responsibility of the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) to ensure this Policy is effectively 
communicated to our stakeholders and that awareness of biodiversity conservation and 
responsible use of natural resources is raised. 

This Policy will be reviewed on a regular basis, and in any event at least annually. Any 
changes made will be communicated to all employees. 
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